Urban  District  Council  of  Eliand. 

Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

foi*  1925. 

ELLAND: 

Marmaduke  Pilling  & Sons,  Ltd.,  Printers,  The  Cross. 


1926. 


Urban  District  Council  of  Elland. 

Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

for  1925. 

ELLAND: 

Marmaduke  Pilling  & Sons,  Ltd.,  Printers,  The  Cross. 


1926. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29190265 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Elland. 


Gentlemen, 


Old  Elland  was  built  on  the  rock,  therefore  the  Subsoil 
in  that  and  the  upper  parts,  including  the  Victoria  Road 
plateau,  is  either  rock  or  sand.  In  all  other  parts  of  the 
district  the  Subsoil  is  clay,  the  latter  being  of  a very  good 
quality.  In  consequence,  a considerable  number  of  the 
people  are  employed  in  Brick  making  (mainly  fire  brick). 
The  great  majority  however  are  engaged  in  the  various 
Textile  Industries,  and  many  are  also  employed  in  the  En- 
gineering Trade.  The  influence  in  any  of  these  occupations 
has  not  appeared  prejudicial  to  the  public  health. 

The  year  1925  was  not  characterized  by  sickness  of  a 
serious  character,  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
was  less  than  for  some  years  past,  and  the  general  health 
of  the  people  was  well  maintained,  nor  were  the  mortality 
rates  excessive ; not  only  so,  but  they  will  compare  favour- 
ably with  the  rates  in  any  manufacturing  district  in  the 
country.  And  in  saying  this  I am  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  last  five  years,  which  I am  instructed  to  do  by 
Circular  648  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  population  according  to  the  Census  1921  was 
10,552,  it  is  now  estimated  as  10,650.  On  this  later  figure 
the  different  rates  are  estimated. 

Area  in  Acres  1994. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1921  was  2,804,  of 
these  61  were  at  that  time  said  to  be  uninhabited. 
The  number  of  separate  occupiers  or  families  at  the  same 
time  was  2810, 
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The  present  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £81,948 
and  £317  represents  the  sum  of  a penny  rate. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  granted  from  the  1st 
of  January  to  the  31st  of  December  was  £972  Is.  2d.,  in- 
cluding £54  4s.  7d.  distributed  in  kind. 

BIRTHS. 

138  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  71  being- 
males  and  67  females  at  the  rate  of  12.9  per  1000  as  com- 
pared with  18.3  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  toal  births 
7 were  illegitimate.  The  birth  rate  has  been  for  many  years 
much  below  the  general  average.  We  need  not  be 
surprised  to  find  that  an  intelligent  and  educated  people 
are  averse  to  having  the  responsibility  of  families  larger 
than  they  can  bring  up  in  decency  and  comfort. 

DEATHS. 

Including  deaths  of  residents  occurring  outside  the  dis- 
trict, and  deducting  the  deaths  of  non-residents,  142  deaths 
occurred  during  the  year ; of  these  72  were  males  and  70 
females,  at  the  rate  of  13.33  per  1000,  as  compared  with 
12.2  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  deaths  3 were  due  to 
the  principal  zymotic  diseases — Measles  1 and  Whooping 
Cough  2. 


The  causes  of  the  mortality  from  all  causes  will  be  seen 


in  the  following  table. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Measles 

..  1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

..  2 

— 

2 

Influenza 

..  2 

1 

3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

..  1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System 

..  7 

5 

12 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

..  2 

— 

2 

Cancer,  (malignant  disease) 

..  8 

11 

19 

Diabetes 

..  1 

1 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

..  4 

7 

11 

Heart  Disease 

..  9 

8 

17 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

..  5 

1 

6 

Bronchitis 

..  6 

4 

10 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

..  4 

10 

14 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum. 

. . — 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

. . . — 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

..  2 

- — 

2 

5 


Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ...  1 2 3 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malf or- 
ation and  Premature  Birth  ...  1 3 4 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...3  — 3 

Other  deaths  from  Violence  ...  1 — 1 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  ...  12  15  27 


72  70  142 


9 deaths  occurred  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  at  the 
rate  of  65.21  per  1000  births  as  compared  with  75  for  the 
rest  of  the  country.  4 of  these  deaths  were  due  to  congeni- 
tal causes  and  premature  birth.  An  unusual  number  of 
Inquests  were  held,  viz  : 12  at  the  rate  of  8.45  of  total 
deaths— There  were  no  uncertified  returns. 

Although  cases  of  Small  Pox  occurred  in  several  sur- 
rounding places,  we  had  no  cases  here,  three  ‘Contacts’ 
were  reported  to  me.  In  each  case  vaccination  wherever 
possible  was  carried  out  promptly  by  the  Public  Vaccinator 
and  the  usual  precautions  taken,  with  satisfactory  results. 
The  Small  Pox  Hospital  was  kept  in  readiness,  where  an 
Ambulance  is  provided.  The  Town  Ambulance  is  for  non- 
infectious  cases  and  other  Infectious  Diseases  are  admitted 
to  the  Halifax  Infectious  Disease  Hospital.  No  difficulty 
in  that  respect  has  occurred  so  far. 

The  disease  that  has  proved  most  fatal  in  its  results  and 
most  terrible  in  the  suffering  entailed  was  Cancer,  causing 
19  deaths  of  8 males  and  11  females.  This  disease  is 
gaining  ground,  I believe  generally,  and  with  the  exception 
of  Heart  Disease  has  caused  more  deaths  during  the  last 
five  years  in  this  district  than  any  other,  and  of  course  in- 
finitely more  suffering.  This  is  very  important  to  dwell 
upon,  when  at  -this  time  the  whole  country,  and  particu- 
larly Yorkshire,  is  making  great  efforts  to  provide  funds  for 
the  purpose  of  research,  with  the  laudable  resolve  that  when 
the  cause  or  causes  have  been  identified,  remedial  measures 
may  be  discovered.  At  present  the  only  known  remedy  is 
by  operation,  and  the  latter  is  only  successful  when  the 
disease  is  discovered  at  a very  early  stage.  Once  firmly 
established,  there  is  now  no  hope  of  recovery. 

Number  and  character  of  diseases  notified  during  the 
year  will  be  found  in  the  following  table. 
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Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ■ 

Males 
...  3 

Females 

8 

Total. 

11 

F nc ephalit is  Le thargi c a 

...  1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

...(  3 

6 

9 

Ophthalmia  N eonatorum 

...  1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria 

. . . 

3 

3 

Continued  Fever 

...  2 

— 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

...  8 

6 

14 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

...  10 

6 

16 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

...  3 

4 

7 

31 

34 

65 

It  was  not  considered  necessary  to  send  any  cases 
during  the  year  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  as  they 
were  generally  of  a mild  character  and  could  be  safely  dealt 
with  at  home. 

4 cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  West  Riding 
Sanitoria. 

114  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  due  to 
Tuberculosis  in  its  various  forms,  rather  in  excess  of  the 
numbers  in  recent  years.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  most 
lasting  remedy  and  preventative  of  such  diseases  must  be 
less  overcrowding,  better  housing  and  generally  a more 
healthy  environment.  We  are  now  reaping  the  fruits  of 
the  progress  made  in  the  past  by  improved  sanitation,  in 
the  much  less  malignant  character  of  the  other  Infectious 
Diseases,  and  I have  every  hope  and  expectation  that  other 
diseases  will  eventually  be  prevented  by  similar  means,  con- 
sistently pursued. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Elland  Nursing  Association  assisted  by  the  Sani- 
tary Authority  employ  two  Nurses  who  are  also  midwives. 
If  was  hoped  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  this  admirable 
Institution  by  the  provision  of  an  up-to-date  Maternity 
Home,  towards  which,  £10,000  was  promised  by  a bene- 
factor.  However  this  scheme  has  unfortunately  broken 
down,  by  the  refusal  of  the  County  Authority  to  guarantee 
the  upkeep. 

On  the  23rd  of  February,  1925,  a Child  Welfare  and 
Anti-natal  Clinic  was  inaugurated  in  the  town  under  the 
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aegis  of  the  West  Biding  County  Council.  The  scope  of  the 
Clinic  covered  not  only  Elland  but  Greetland,  West  Vale 
and  Stainland.  It  is  however  understood  that  a similar 
Clinic  is  to  be  formed  in  West  Vale,  for  the  benefit  of  these 
three  latter  districts.  Dr.  W.  E.  Denning  was  appointed 
Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Clinic  by  agreement  with 
the  other  local  Medical  men.  Since  its  formation  it  has 
done  excellent  work  in  each  of  its  departments.  Nearly 
three  hundred  cases  are  on  the  books  and  large  numbers  of 
children  have  benefitted  greatly  through  Institutional  treat- 
ment procured  for  them  by  this  means.  Perhaps  the  most 
marked  benefits  have  been  achieved  by  use  of  Artificial 
Sunlight  treatment,  which  has  been  procured  for  certain 
cases  (in  particular  Pickets)  in  adjoining  Cities  which  have 
Sunlight  Installations.  The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  is 
very  anxious  that  an  Installation  shall  be  procured  for  local 
use,  as  there  are  large  numbers  of  cases  which  would  bene- 
fit by  it  which  at  present  are  unable  to  get  it,  and  the 
Installation  is  relatively  very  cheap. 

Courses  of  Lectures  are  given  at  intervals  on  the  care 
of  Mothers  and  Children,  and  a number  of  first  class  pro- 
prietory foods  are  supplied  through  the  Committee  to 
parents  at  Hospital  prices.  May  I,  through  the  medium 
of  this  Beport,  ask  some  one  who  is  willing  to  render  great 
service  to  the  afflicted  children  of  this  district  to  come 
forward  with  a donation  of  £50,  so  as  to  enable  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  to  obtain  the  necessary 
Sunlight  Installation. 


HOUSING. 

Of  all  questions  you  are  now  dealing  with  and  must 
of  necessity  continue  to  pay  attention  to,  is  that  of  Housing. 
Progress  in  the  future  in  eliminating  many  diseases  and 
lessening  the  malignancy  of  others  depends  largely  on  the 
successful  solution  of  this  problem.  As  you  will  see  from 
the  excellent  Beport  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Lee 
Jones,  in  which  he  gives  much  valuable  information  under 
this  heading,  backed  up  by  figures  carefully  tabulated  in 
Table  D.  appended,  there  is  still  a very  serious  deficiency, 
which  is  holding  up  measures  which  would  otherwise  be 
taken  to  do  away  with  overcrowding  and  enable  many  peo- 
ple to  breathe  a purer  atmosphere,  and  give  them  some 
hope  in  the  bringing  up  of  children  that  the  latter  might  be 
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healthy  and  vigorous,  and  their  parents  relieved  of  constant 
anxiety  and  expense,  owing  to  obviously  unhealthy  condi- 
tions. 


This  Report,  and  that  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  of 
necessity  long,  owing  to  our  Instructions  from  Head 
quarters.  However  1 think  you  will  find  the  information 
supplied  both  interesting  and  useful  to  you  in  your  deliber- 
ations. I would  conclude  by  thanking  you  all  for  your 
courtesy,  and  consideration  for  me  in  the  past,  and  wishing 
you  health,  strength  and  wisdom  in  the  work  you  are  doing 
for  the  benefit  of  your  fellow  townsmen;  work  voluntarily 
and  cheerfully  performed  and  often  I fear  without  gratitude. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ROBT.  N.  DENNING, 


April  20th,  1926. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 

Elland  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary 
Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1925,  which 
being  a Survey  Report  includes  the  Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  area  under  your  control. 

WATER. 

With  the  exception  of  17  houses,  (which  are  situated 
on  the  boundaries  of  Elland  viz  : 14  houses  Ainley  Top,  S. 
W.  Boundary,  2 East  Boundary,  Tag  Lock,  and  1 Park 
Nook,  N.  Boundary,  Elland  is  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Halifax  Corporation  Water  Work's.  I append  copies  of 
recent  Analysis  of  same. 

During  the  past  years  complaints  of  shortness  of  water 
have  been  received  from  various  parts  of  the  district.  ' A 
scheme  has  now  been  prepared  and  received  the  consent  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  for  improving  and  developing  the 
distribution  of  water  in  Elland. 

Water  is  laid  on  to  each  dwelling  house. 
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HALIFAX  CORPORATION  WATERWORKS. 
ANALYTICAL  REPORT. 


Report  on  sample 

’s  of  water 

received  from  the 

Waterworks 

Department  of  the  Halifax 

Corporation  8th  March,  1926. 

No.  Sample 

Lead  disolved 

Acidity  in  parts  in  1 hour 

per  100,000  Grains  per  gallon 

Appearance 
in  2 ft  tube 

84  Elland 

0’20 

Nil. 

Clr. 

Colourless 

Remarks  : 

— Excellent. 

Hate,  8th  March. 

, 1926. 

Signed,  HENRY 

T.  LEA. 

HENRY  T.  LEA,  M.S.C.  E.I.C. 

Analytical  & Consulting  Chemist, 

THE  BOROUGH  LABORATORY. 
Tel.  826.  GEORGE  SQUARE, 

HALIFAX. 

22nd  February,  1926. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  collected  at 
Ramsdcn  Wood,  mixed  waters  at  11  a . m . 17/2/26. 


Total  Micro-organisms  growing 
on  Gelatine  at  20  C.  2 days 

Total  Micro-organisms  growing- 
on  Agar  at  37  C.  3 days 

Lactose  Taurocholate  Solution 


Enteriditis  Sporogenes 


74 


2 

B Coli  present 
in  50  cc. 

Absent  in  50  cc. 


The  water  is  in  fair  condition. 


(Signed)  HENRY  T.  LEA. 
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HALIFAX  CORPORATION  WATERWORKS. 
ANALYTICAL  REPORT  OF  SAMPLE  No.  18. 
Description — Ramsden  Wood. 

Results  of  Analysis  expressed  in  parts  per  700,000. 


Total  Solids 

... 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0086 

Acidity 

0.4 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0048 

Chlorine 

1.5 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

0.0240 

Temporary  Hardness 

Nitrites 

Nil. 

Permanent  Hardness 

Oxygen  Abs.  3 hrs  @ 60  F 

0.0956 

Total  Hardness 

• • • 

Lead  ...  ...  ... 

Appearance  in  2 ft  tbe. 

Clear  Tng  Yellow 

Remarks- 

-The  water  is  in  good  condition. 

Date  8th  March, 

1926. 

(Signed)  HENRY  T. 

LEA. 

Drainage,  Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

With  the  exception  of  Blackley,  Broad  Carr,  Holywell 
Brook,  Rawroyds,  and  a few  scattered  cottages  situated  at 
Ainley  Top,  the  whole  of  the  District  is  sewered.  A few 
walled  sewers  exist,  which  require  re- construction.  These 
are  receiving  attention. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  with  Stainland  and 
Greet] and  Urban  District  Councils  for  receiving  and  treating- 
sewage  from  certain  parts  of  the  district  where,  owing  to 
the  levels,  connections  to  Elland’s  sewerage  system  were 
impossible, 
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The  systems  of  drainage  at  Blackley,  Broad  Carr, 
Holywell  Brook  and  Rawroyds  are  inefficient.  These  out- 
lying districts  require  efficient  sewers,  the  present  drainage 
being  quite  inadequate,  and  retards  the  conversion  of 
privies  and  the  provision  of  water  closets  in  these  areas. 

With  the  exception  of  the  above  mentioned  parts,  the 
whole  of  the  sewage  is  treated  at  the  Council's  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  situated  at  Low  Fields  (East.) 

The  filtration  of  the  sewage  has  been  declared  inade- 
quate. An  expensive  scheme  is  in  progress  for  the  general 
improvement  of  the  works.  Unfortunately  circumstances 
have  arisen  to  delay  satisfactory  progress.  These  obstacles 
having  been  removed  a speedy  completion  may  now  be 
anticipated. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

In  Table  C.  the  approximate  number  of  each  type  of 
convenience  is  given.  I am  of  opinion  that  good  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  abolition  of  privies  and  tub- closets  in 
Elland.  With  the  exception  of  10  privies  and  56  tub- 
closets  the  Town  proper  is  on  the  Water  Carriage  system. 
Respecting  the  existing  ten  privies,  these  are  well  away 
from  dwellings.  89  privies  exist  within  this  district,  79  of 
which  are  situated  in  outlying  or  rural  parts  of  the  area. 
The  number  of  water-closets  is  approximately  2183,  of 
which  392  are  waste  water-closets.  56  tub-closets  remain, 
inefficient  sewerage  in  the  Park  Road  district  (where  60  per 
cent,  of  these  tub- closets  are  situated)  retards  conversions. 

During  the  past  21  years  over  1,100  privies  and  tub- 
closets  have  been  converted  on  to  the  water-carriage  system 
and  62  additional  water-closets  for  old  property  have  been 
provided. 


Scavenging,  1925. 

In  the  tables  a full  statement  of  the  Removal  of  House 
Refuse  is  given.  The  total  number  of  loads  collected  was 
3,023,  the  average  weight  per  load  being  15 J cwt.  The 
weight  per  house  per  annum  is  15.61  cwt.  Cost  per  load 
4/5J,  per  ton  5/8J. 
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The  total  cost  for  removal  of  House  Refuse  for  1925 
was  approximately  £700.  Disposal  £425. 

The  number  of  loads  destroyed  at  the  Council’s  Des- 
tructor (which  is  a 2 cell  Meldrum)  were  2,278.  Con- 
venient tips  are  provided  for  serving  the  outside  districts, 
674  loads  of  refuse  were  thus  disposed  of  and  71  loads  to- 
gether with  the  contents  of  the  56  tub-closets  were  utilised 
by  farmers  during  the  year  1925.  A Baling  Press  is  pro- 
vided for  baling  old  tins. 

Transport.  A one  Ton  Ford  and  Steel  wagon,  1 Horse 
and  Cart. 

With  the  conversion  of  privies  and  tub- closets  close 
attention  has  been  given  respecting  the  provision  of  proper 
bins  as  receptacles  for  refuse.  During  the  past  12  months 
it  has  in  a number  of  instances  been  found  desirable  to  put 
into  force  Sec.  36  P.H.A.  1875,  the  Council  providing  bins 
in  default  of  the  owners,  and  charging  for  same.  During 
the  past  12  months  96  bins  have  been  provided.  During 
the  past  6 years  338  gal.  iron  bins  with  covers  have  been 
provided.  The  dry  ashsheds  are  well  constructed  provided 
with  impervious  floors,  roofs,  doors  and  fasteners.  These 
are  cleaned  regularly,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received 
as  to  lack  of  attention  during  the  year.  Approximately  50 
per  cent,  of  the  dwellings  are  now  provided  with  bins,  40 
per  cent,  with  dry  ashsheds,  10  per  cent,  ashpits;  the  latter 
chiefly  being  situated  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  district. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  21  Cowsheds  situate  in  Elland,  the  occupiers 
of  which  are  registered  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milk  shops  Regulations,  housing  approximately  140  Dairy 
Cows.  The  number  of  Registered  Cow-keepers  being  13, 
eight  of  which  are  retailers  also.  There  are  30  Retail  Milk 
Hellers  registered  in  the  district,  50  per  cent,  of  these  pur- 
vey milk  procured  from  outside  the  district.  During  the 
past  year  considerable  discussion  has  taken  place  at  the 
Council’s  meetings  respecting  the  conditions  under  which 
this  Milk,  received  from  outside  sources,  was  procured. 
Correspondence  also  took  place  with  various  responsible 
officials  upon  the  subject. 


14 


The  Cowsheds  situated  within  this  district  are  on  the 
whole  well  constructed  and  maintained,  there  are  4 that 
can  be  classified  as  poor  structures  viz  : lack  of  space  back 
to  front,  poor  ventilation  and  lighting.  These  are  receiving 
your  attention.  Two  new  cowsheds  have  been  constructed 
during  the  year  to  substitute  2 of  the  worst  structures.  The 
six  monthly  whitewashing  is  in  every  instance  carried  out. 
The  whole  of  the  premises  are  visited  periodically  and  sys- 
tematically, and  periodical  reports  submitted  to  this  Coun- 
ci i as  to  the  space  per  cow,  lighting,  ventilation,  drainage, 
water  supply,  cleanliness,  &c.,*of  each  Cowshed  separately. 

One  undesirable  Cowkeeper  and  Milk  retailer  has  been 
removed  from  the  Register. 

No  applications  have  been  made  for  the  sale  of  graded 
or  Pasteurised  Milk. 

In  cases  of  suspicion  respecting  Tuberculosis  Cows, 
samples  of  milk  from  such  Cows  have  been  taken  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  County  Authority,  also  examinations  of  Cows 
have  taken  place  by  the  County’s  Veterinary  Surgeon  when 
thought  desirable.  Samples  submitted  proved  free  from 
tubercle  bacillus. 

Improvements  are  noticeable  in  the  cleanliness,  main- 
tenance and  the  handling  of  Milk.  There  is  room  for  further 
improvement.  Too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached 
to  a Town’s  Milk  supply. 

Cow’s  Milk  containing  bovine  tubercle  bacilli  is  clearly 
proved  to  be  a source  of  Tubercle  in  man,  and  when  one 
considers  that  Milk  enters  so  largely  into  the  food  of  young- 
children  and  invalids,  a considerable  amount  of  illness  and 
loss  of  life  may  be  prevented  if  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen 
would  co-operate  with  the  Sanitary  Authorities  and  carry 
out  all  requirements  to  secure  a wholesome  supply  of  Milk 
for  the  public. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food,  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Slaughter-houses,  shops  and  stalls  are  under  constant 
supervision  for  the  detention  of  unsound  food  and  cleanli- 
ness in  storage  and  handling  same. 
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Every  person  concerned  was  provided  with  a copy  of 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  19*24,  notice  of  the 
times  of  slaughtering  of  animals  are  received  at  the  Council 
Offices,  and  slaughter  houses  are  visited  before  and  during 
the  time  of  slaughtering  and  the  dressing  of  meat. 

The  shops  and  stalls  where  Meat  is  stored  have  been 
provided  with  efficient  window  coverings,  and  bins  have 
been  provided  for  trimmings  and  refuse  apart  from  Meat 
intended  for  sale.  There  have  been  no  applications  made 
respecting  Meat  Marking. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Butchers  and  other  responsible 
persons  have  been  sought  with  a view  of  efficiently  putting 
into  operation  the  requirements  of  these  important  Regu- 
lations. Without  doubt  more  care  is  taken  in  the  storage, 
and  handling  of  all  articles  of  food  since  these  Regulations 
came  into  force.  New  premises  have  been  constructed 
and  provided  for  the  preparation  and  storage  of  food. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.,  1925.  In  Dec.,  1925. 

Registered  ...  5 4 4 

Licensed  ...  1 3 3 

No  Public  Slaughter-houses. 

Unsound  food  is  destroyed  at  the  Council’s  Destructor 
Works. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  14  Bakehouses  (registered)  in  this  District  2 
Underground.  The  premises  comply  with  the  statutory 
requirements  as  to  drainage,  water  supply,  &c.  The  nee- 
cessary  cleansing  of  walls  and  ceilings  is  regularly  carried 
out.  The  situation  of  several  of  these  premises  is  not 
favourable.  In  some  instances  more  attention  to  floors, 
boards  and  utensils  is  desirable. 

Bye-Laws. 

The  existing  Bye-laws  received  the  consent  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  on  the  29th  day  of  August,  1892. 
These  have  recently  been  revised.  Revised  copies  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  have  obtained 
consent,  and  are  being  printed. 
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There  are  no  houses  let  in  Lodgings,  or  Lodging  houses 
in  the  Elland  district. 


The  district  is  visited  by  occupiers  of  Vans,  &c.,  perio- 
dically, chiefly  when  fairs  are  held. 

No  Bye-laws  exist  governing  these,  but  inspections  of 
the  Vans,  &c.,  are  made,  and  strict  supervision  carried  out. 

Housing. 

There  is  a general  shortage  of  houses  in  Elland.  To 
meet  the  demand  and  check  overcrowding  180  to  200  houses 
are  required  for  the  working  classes.  There  are  a number 
of  antiquated  dwellings  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict (possibly  35-40)  which  should  be  closed  and  demolished 
as  soon  as  alternative  accommodation  can  be  provided. 
These  dwellings  are  low  rented  and  inhabited  chiefly  by 
persons  who  are  not  in  the  position  to  pay  an  economic  rent. 
This  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  problems  and  difficulties  of 
the  Housing  question.  These  premises  are  kept  free  from 
nuisances  and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  keep  them  in  a 
reasonably  fit  state  of  repair  until  alternate  accommodation 
is  available.  Improvements  and  repairs  to  dwellings  are 
chiefly  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  In 
Boroughs  or  large  Urban  Districts  where  a repair  staff  is 
kept,  the  difficulties  of  carrying  out  repairs  under  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning  Acts  (Sec.  3)  are  minimised. 
The  number  of  one  roomed  houses  in.  Elland  (Census  1911) 
and  number  of  persons  occupying  them  were  51,  33  of 
these  were  occupied  by  1 person,  12  by  2 persons,  5 by  3 
persons,  and  1 by  4 persons. 

There  were  508  two  roomed  houses  equal  to  18.9  per 
cent,  of  the  houses  in  the  district,  60  of  these  were  occu- 
pied by  1 person,  160  by  2 persons,  123  by  3 persons,  86 
by  4 persons,  40  by  5 persons,  21  by  6 persons,  7 by  7 
persons,  6 by  8 persons,  4 by  9 persons,  and  1 by  11 
persons. 

During  the  year  15  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been 
dealt  with,  2 serious  cases.  Undoubtedly  overcrowding 
to  a considerable  extent  exists  in  the  district  and  alterna- 
tive accommodation  is  the  difficulty. 
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There  are  a large  number  of  back  to  back  houses  in 
the  district,  chiefly  of  a good  type,  and  on  the  whole 
favourably  compare  with  the  standard  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Manual,  Yol.  1.  1919. 

There  is  little  difficulty  with  undesirable  and  dirty 
tenants.  To  enter  a dirty  house  is  rare.  The  people  of 
Elland  on  the  whole  are  an  industrious,  home-loving  people 
deserving  of  healthy  and  decent  dwellings. 

During  the  past  five  years  123  houses  have  been  built 
in  Elland,  112  Working  Class  Houses,  57  of  which  were 
constructed  under  the  Addison  Scheme.  A scheme  for  48 
non-parlour  dwellings  lias  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  8 of  these  are  roofed.  A Commit- 
tee of  this  Council  has  recently  been  appointed  to  consider 
the  Housing  question  in  Elland. 

Cleansing  and  Disinfection. 

Premises  infected  by  disease,  together  with  bedding, 
clothing,  &c.,  are  disinfected  by  the  Council’s,  employees. 

This  also  applies  to  verminous  premises. 

This  Council  has  no  Steam  Disinfector,  however,  ar- 
rangements are  made  with  the  Halifax  Corporation  for  the 
use  of  their  apparatus  when  occasion  requires  such  disin- 
fection. Disinfectants  (fluid  and  powder)  can  be  had  free 
from  the  Council  Offices  for  the  use  of  infected  or  vermi- 
nous premises. 


Smoke  Observations. 

During  the  past  year  40  observations  have  been  made, 
10  letters  of  caution,  and  2 legal  notices  have  been  issued. 
The  maximum  duration  of  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
permitted  in  this  district  is  7 minutes  before  legal  action  is 
taken.  This  is  liberal.  There  is  much  diversity  of  prac- 
tice regarding  this  matter,  and  a fixed  standard  for  all 
districts  is  desirable. 

Conferences  have  been  held  in  the  West  Riding  during 
the  year  respecting  Smoke  Abatement.  An  Executive 
Committee  has  been  formed  for  Leeds  and  surrounding  area 
to  consider  the  question.  Councillor  J.  H.  Riley  represents 
this  district. 
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Whatever  Statutes  are  made  bearing  upon  this  subject, 
co-operation  of  Mill  and  Factory  Owners  together  with  the 
operatives  employed  with  the  boilers,  &c.,  is  necessary  to 
arrive  at  any  substantial  solution. 


The  more  economical  distribution  of  gas  and  electricity 
would  also  tend  towards  a clearer  atmosphere. 

General. 

This  report  being  a Survey  Report  is  far  larger  than  the 
ordinary  one  submitted  annually.  I have  endeavoured  to 
give  a true  return  upon  all  matters,  and  although  need  for 
improvement  is  shewn  in  some  instances,  it  is  only  by 
facing  the  facts  that  improved  conditions  are  procured.  I 
trust  that  the  report  will  be  of  service  for  the  purpose  of 
reference.  I append  tables  C.  & D. 

Conversion  of  Privies,  Tub-Closets,  &c.,  to 

Water  Closets. 


Year 

To  W 

1920 

...  84 

1921 

...  65 

1922 

...  77 

1923 

...  25 

1924 

. . . 50 

1925 

...  56 

357 


Additional  Water  closets  for  old  premises  8. 

Summary  of  Nuisances  reported  and  dealt  with  year 
ended  31st  December,  1925. 

(Public  Health  Acts.) 

Dealt  with  Remedied 


No.  of  Dwelling-houses  closed 

2 

closed  1 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  repaired 

31 

33 

Defective  roofs  and  eavestroughing 

29 

29 

Dampness  from  other  sources 

4 

4 

Improved  ventilation  of  Dwelling-houses 

10 

10 

No.  premises  re-drained  ... 

9 

9 

19 


Drains  opened,  cleansed,  trapped,  &c.  ... 

80 

80 

Tub  Closets  converted  to  water  closets... 

21 

16 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets 

43 

40 

Water  Closet  Fittings  repaired 

Additional  W.C.  accommodation  provided 

20 

20 

for  old  premises 

— 

8 

Urinals  re-constructed 

1 

1 

Water  in  cellars 

25 

25 

Accumulations  of  Manure  removed 

Galvanized  iron  bins  for  house  refuse 

49 

48 

provided  . . .; 

96 

96 

Defective  ashslieds,  doors,  &c. 

14 

14 

Slop  sinks  provided 

21 

11 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  and  disconnected 
Animals  (including  swine)  kept  as  a 

12 

12 

nuisance 

3 

3 

Overcrowding  in  dwelling-houses 

15 

8 

Premises  disinfected 

24 

24 

Yard  surfaces  repaired 

4 

4 

In  conclusion,  1 beg  to  express  my  thanks  and  indeb- 
tedness to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  for  their  loyal  support,  and  careful  considera- 
tion of  all  reports,  &c.  brought  before  them. 

1 also  desire  to  thank  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  his  co-operation  and  help  given  to  me  in  executing  the 
duties  of  this  department. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  LEE  JONES, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


Average  weight  per  load  to  Destructor,  15?  cwt.  Cost  per  load,  4/5J.  Per  ton,  5/8J- 

Cost  per  house,  per  annum,  4/5 J.  Average  weight  per  house,  per  annum  15*61  cwts. 

NOTE. — Team  chiefly  employed  clearing  outlying  districts — viz.,  Elland  Edge,  Blackley,  etc., 

where  convenient  tips  are  provided. 
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Table  C— 1925. 


Elland  Urban  Sanitary  District. 

Nuisance  Inspections — 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1925,  for  Nuisances 
only — 1833. 

(For  Housing  Inspections  see  Table  D.) 

Nuisances  reported  in  1925 — 362. 

Nuisances  in  hand,  end  of  1924—9. 

Total  needing  abatement— 371. 

Abated  during  1925 — 355. 

Outstanding  end  of  1925 — 16. 

Notices  served,  Informal — 236. 

Complied  with — 187. 

Notices  served,  Statutory — 47. 

Complied  with — 43. 

Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceed- 
ings— Nil. 

Filthy  Houses,  Cleansing  of — Nil. 

Any  notices  served  under  Sec.  46  of  P.H.A.  1875  (or 
any  other  Act)? — Nil. 


Regulated  Buildings, 

No.  in 

No.  on 

Total 
No  of 

Legal 

Inspec- 
tion K 

General 

Proceedr 

Trades,  &c. 

District 

Register 

Condition 

ings 

made 

(if  any) 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Nil 

_____ 

_ 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

— 

— 

Canal  Boats 

7 

— 

26 

Good 

Knackers  Yards  .. 

Nil 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds. . 

None  per- 
manent 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades  . . 

4 

— 

10 

Good 

(Please  specify  kind) 

2 tripe  boi 
1 Soap  Wo 

lers 

rks 

(no  complaints) 

1 Oil  Extr 

actor 

1 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be 
offensive  trades— No. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Developments  during  1925? — None. 

Developments  still  needed  as  to 

(a)  Want  of  sewers — Blackley,  Rawroyds,  Broad  Carr 
and  Holywell  Brook  require  draining,  Improve- 
ment of  defective  sewers. 

( b ) Improvement  of  defective  sewers — W/Tailed  drains 
require  re- construction . 

Sewage  Disposal  Works — 

(a)  Any  inadequacy — Filtration  declared  inadequate 
(New  works  in  progress.) 

(b)  Any  complaints — None. 

Any  sink  wastes  still  needing  disconnection? — very 
few. 


Closet  Ac co rn n i o d a tioi i — 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens — None. 

No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets — 56. 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens— 89. 

(Note  - 77  of  these  are  Rural  Areas.) 

No.  of  Water  Closets — 1791|  otoq 
Waste  Water  Closets — 392) 

No.  of  Privies  re- constructed  during  1925 — 

(a)  as  W.C.’s — 56. 

(b)  other — Nil. 

No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  in 
1925 — (a)  W.C.’s — 8.  (b)  other — Nil. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1925  for  new  houses— 
(a)  W.C.’s — 21.  (b)  other — Nil. 

Scavenging — 

Any  change  during  1925? — None. 

Performed  by  (a)  Council — Yes.  (b)  Contractor — No. 

(c)  Owpers  or  Occupiers — No. 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of — 

No.  of  loads  to  (a)  Destructor — 2278.  (b)  Tips — 

674.  (c)  Farmers — 71.  Total  annual  cost  £700. 

Including  tub- clearing. 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where?— None. 

Any  utilization  of  waste  material?  Yes,  Baling  Press 
installed.  Bottles,  Metals,  &c.  Steam  procured 
from  Destructor  used  for  Soap  Manufacturing. 
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Water  Supply — 

Any  developments  during  1925? — Extension  of  Mains. 

Restricted  in  any  way? — No. 

Any  general  insufficiency,  and  where?- — Complaints 
from  several  districts. 

Any  action  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  quality,  and 
where  ? — N one . 

Any  new  sources  added? — None. 

Any  disused  sources  re-used  ?— None. 

Milk  Supply — 

Are  Two  Registers  being  kept  as  required  by  Section 

2 (3)  of  the  1922  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act? 

— Yes.  (a)  For  Retailers — Yes.  ( b ) For  Cow-keepers 

or  Wholesale  Traders — Yes. 

Have  any  Licenses  been  granted  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  to  distributors 
of  : — ‘•Certified”  milk — None.  “Grade  A” — 

None.  “Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested)” — None. 
“Grade  A (Pasteurised)” — None.  “Pasteurised” 

- — None. 

Have  you  had  samples  of  Graded  Milk  tested?  Give 
No.  and  kind — Results— None. 

Have  any  retailers  been  removed  from  the  Register? 

— 1. 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis 
under  F.  & D.  Acts— 24.  No.  adulterated — None. 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  bacterio- 
logical examination — one. 

What  arrangement  for  periodical  Veterinary  Inspection 
of  dairy  cows? — None  (except  by  County  Officials.) 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1925? — 
None. 

No.  of  Milk  Cows  kept  in  District- — 140. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district  producing  and  selling 
milk- — 13. 

No.  Registered — 13. 

No.  of  Retail  Milk  Sellers  who  are  also  Cowkeepers — 8. 

No.  who  are  Milk  Retailers  only — 22. 

Total  No.  of  Retail  Milk  Sellers  Registered — 30. 

Total  No.  of  Cowsheds — 21. 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  in  1925 — 100. 

(Cowkeepers  100.  Retailers  6.) 
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Date  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations? 

September , 1902 . 

Any  Legal  Action?— None. 

ty  O 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which 
Milk  is  sent? — None. 


Other  Foods — 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of 
S.A.  for  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  in  1925 — None.  No.  adulterated — 

Any  special  examination  of  Milk  for  Dirt? — None. 

No.  of  seizures  of  unsound  food- — 2.  (1  pig,  114  lb.  But- 
cher’s Meat,  Tinned  Goods,  Fruit,  Vegetables. 

No.  of  Prosecutions — Nil. 

Any  Public  Abattoir? — None. 

No.  of  Slaughterhouses— 7. 

Registered — 4.  Licensed — 3. 

Unsatisfactory,  structurally  or  in  bad  position?- — -None. 

No.  of  times  each  Slaughterhouse  inspected? — weekly 
time  of  slaughtering. 

Total  Inspections — 374. 

No.  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs — None. 

(h)  Unsound  Food — None,  (c)  re -Slaughterhouses 
— None. 

Bakehouses,  No. — 10. 

Any  underground? — 2. 

Total  No.  of  Inspections- — 74. 

Schools — 

No.  of  Schools  in  district — 4. 

No.  visited  by  M.O.H. — 4. 

Action  taken — Improvements  in  Sanitary  Accommoda- 
tion and  yard  surfaces. 

Schools  closed  by  M.O.H. — None. 

Factories  and  Workshops — 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken — 40. 

No.  of  Cautions — 10. 

Legal  Notices — 2. 

S ummonses — N i 1 . 

No.  of  Workshops — 112. 

No,  pf  times  each  Workshop  inspected— Twice, 
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Total  Inspections — 224. 

Any  Industrial  Welfare  Workers  appointed- — No. 

Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  District — 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. — Yes. 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. — Parts  1, 
2 and  3. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. — Parts  2, 
3,  5 and  6,  Sec.  52-66,  8 in  Part  4,  also  92,  93  and 
95  in  Part  10. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. — Yes. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. — Awaiting  consent  of  Minis- 
try of  Health. 

t/ 

Byelaws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  District — 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements — 29th  August, 
1892. 

S c a v engi  ng — D o . 

Prevention  of  Nuisances — Do. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — Do. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings — Do. 

Alteration  of  Buildings — Do. 

Slaughter  Houses — Do. 

Baths  and  Wash-Houses — None. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings — None. 

Cemeteries — Do. 

Mortuaries — Do . 

Offensive  Trades — Do. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds — None. 

Any  relaxation  of  Byelaws  under  Section  24  of  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919 — New  bye-laws  in 
printer’s  hands. 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases — 

Diseases  specially  prevalent  in  1925? — No  disease  spe- 
cially prevalent. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list? — None. 
Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District? 
— None. 

Any  undue  prevalence  of  Venereal  Diseases? — None. 
Any  prevalence  of  Jaundice,  and  at  what  ages? — None. 

Hospitals  and  other  Institutions — 

(a)  General  : Accident-Halifax  Infirmary.  Address- 
Halifax.  Children- Nil, 
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(b)  Local  : Hospital,  Cottage — Nil. 

(e)  Infectious,  General — Patients  sent  to 

Stoney  Iloyd,  Halifax. 

Smallpox— Yes.  Sent  to  Hollin  Heys 

Joint  Hospital. 

(d)  Maternity — Nil. 

Any  arrangements  for  nursing  Puerperal  Fever 
Cases — No. 

(e)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centre  not  provided  by 

County  Council  Scheme — None. 

Whether  any  other  disease  ( e.g . Pneumonia)  is 
treated  in  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital — No. 
Anv  change  or  extention  of— 

V o 

(a)  General  Infectious  Hospital — No. 

(b)  Smallpox  Hospital — No. 

Tuberculosis — 

(1)  Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop — Yes. 

(2)  Examination  for  contacts— Yes. 

(8)  Is  house  disinfected? — Yes. 

When? — Upon  death  or  removal  of  patient. 

(4)  Leaflets,  Lectures,  etc.,  distributed — Yes. 

(5)  Action  re  spitting — Yes. 

(6)  Is  sputum  examined  apart  from  Dispensary? — No. 
Vital  Statistics — 

No.  of  Still  Births  during  1925 — No  returns. 

Deaths  during  1925 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total 
actually  registered  in  the  District  without  any 
correction  Males — 65.  Females — 62. 

(2)  No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above) — Nil. 


Mortuaries — 

fa)  for  accidents — Yes. 

(b)  for  infectious  cases  other  than  at  hospital — No. 

(c)  for  other  purposes — No. 

Any  suggestions  made  by  M .0.11. — No. 
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Sanitary  Staff — 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H.  £60. 

Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector — H.  Lee  Jones. 

Annual  Salary  as  Inspector — £180. 

Other  appointments  held- — Superintendent  of  Sewage 
Works,  Destructor,  Sewers  and  Drains,  Removal 
and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

Salary  for  such  other  appointment — £120. 

Any  Assistants? — None. 

Is  Staff  sufficient? — Yes. 

Does  M.O.H.  receive  copies  of  Memos,  and  Circulars 
distributed  by  Ministry  of  Health — Yes. 

Supplementary  Remarks  as  to  Sanitary  requirements  of 
District,  suggestions  of  M.O.H.,  and  extended 
notes  on  any  of  the  foregoing  entries. — See  text  of 
Report. 
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